1he magic ot 3D 1mages

at a fraction ot the risk
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~ "Thisisa big reflef""... Jalmi Nuttall having the scan and, left, the result. Photo:Steven Siewert

Erik Jensen

WHEN Jaimi Nuttall had her first
fullbodyscan—astitched

. togetherX-rayofherbentspine

- —anumber ofherlqwer

together, Shean er doctors
thought halfof one of the bones
was missing.
Butyesterdayarevolutionary
three-dimensional scan ofher
body, the firstofits kind in
Australia, revealed all of the
vertebrae were intactand she
had scoliosis that would be
manageable with surgery.
“Thisisthelastand most
recent quantum leap in medical
imaging,” hersurgeon, Dr Davor
Saravanja, said. “Texpected her

to have problems from her scoli-

osi he age of 45, However, to
fixthe curve thenis abig deal. To

fixitina 15-year-oldis much
easier because they're more flex-
ible and the bones don'thave
osteoporosis.”

The EOS imager, installed last
month at Dalcross Adventist
HospitalinKillara, creates a single
scan of the entire bodyusing as
little as one- 1000th of the
radiation absorbed duringa
traditional CT scan.

Athree-dimensional image of
the spineisimmediately avail-
able, giving doctors much more
clarity of deformities previously
fullyuncovered only during
surgery. The risk of cancer from
radiation, particularlyinadoles-
cents, is also greatlyreduced.

“We'll do more scans than we
would otherwise, instead of
ummingand ahhing and doing
one scan ayear,” Dr Saravanja
said. “Iwould sayonein 10
patientswillbe ableto getan
early diagnosis.”

Jaimi, 14, was surpnser.lby the
70 degree curve in her spine.
Outwardly, thereislittle sign of
scoliosis. But the clearerimages
from the $1 million scanner—
and the factthatall her vertebrae
were intact—waswelcome news.

“OntheX-ray, because it was
stitched together, I thoughtThad
halfavertebra. Thisisabig
relief,” she said. “Ttwas much
easier than the X-ray. I didn't
have to move around and
change positions. It was justa
quickthing.”




